




Psalm 78:5-8

5 “For He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law 
in Israel, which He commanded our fathers that they should 
teach them to their children, 

6 that the generation to come might know, even the children yet
to be born, that they may arise and tell them to their children, 

7 that they should put their confidence in God and not forget the 
works of God, but keep His commandments, 

8 and not be like their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious 
generation, a generation that did not prepare its heart and 
whose spirit was not faithful to God.”



Help, Lord, I’m Struggling

What do you do when your 
legacy isn’t perfect?



Self-will is the trump card for 
most all parenting success 

and failure. 

The Key 
Insight



When Your 
Family 

Legacy Isn’t 
Perfect…

1. Be honest and mourn –
2 Samuel 18:33



2 Samuel 18:33

“The king was deeply moved and went up to the chamber 
over the gate and wept. And thus he said as he walked, 
“O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I 
had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!”



Proverbs 17:25

A foolish son is a grief to his 
father and bitterness to her 

who bore him.



When Your 
Family 

Legacy Isn’t 
Perfect…

1. Be honest and mourn
2. Don’t give up! –

Proverbs 24:16, Psalm 
37:23,24



Proverbs 24:16

The godly may trip seven times, 
but they will get up again.



The Point:

Intentional grandparenting 
isn’t about the perfection of 

a practice, but the 
persistence in the pursuit.



Psalm 37:23-24

“The steps of a man are established by 
the LORD, and He delights in his way. 
When he falls, he will not be hurled 
headlong, because the LORD is the 

One who holds his hand.”



When Your 
Family 

Legacy Isn’t 
Perfect…

1. Be honest and mourn
2. Don’t give up!
3. Keep doing the right 

things  - Galatians 6:9, 1 
Corinthians 15:58



Galatians 6:9

“Let us not lose heart in doing good, for 
in due time we will reap if we do not 

grow weary”



1 Corinthians 15:58

“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, 
stand firm. Let nothing move you. 
Always give yourselves fully to the 

work of the Lord, because you know 
that your labor in the Lord is not in 

vain.” 



When Your 
Family 

Legacy Isn’t 
Perfect…

1. Be honest and mourn
2. Don’t give up!
3. Keep doing the right things
4. Stay focused on the long-term 

process – Philippians 1:6



Philippians 1:6

“For I am confident of this very thing, 
that He who began a good work in you 

will perfect it until the day of Christ 
Jesus.”



Don’t Forget

Our final chapters in parenting and 
grandparenting haven’t yet been 

written 



When Your 
Family 

Legacy Isn’t 
Perfect…

1. Be honest and mourn
2. Don’t give up!
3. Keep doing the right things
4. Stay focused on the long-term 

process
5. Endure to the end! – Hebrews 

10:35,36, 12:1,2



Hebrews 10:35-36

“Therefore, do not throw away your 
confidence, which has a great reward. 
For you have need of endurance, so 
that when you have done the will of 

God, you may receive what was 
promised.”



Hebrews 12:1,2

“Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of 
witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside 

every encumbrance and the sin which so easily 
entangles us, and let us run with endurance the 

race that is set before us”



Hebrews 12:1,2

“fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.”


